EDWIN OLIVER SUTTON

Oliver was born in on the 18th January 1902 in Hankow, China,
the son of the Rev Henry B Sutton a long serving Wesleyan Methodist Missionary.

He entered the Wesleyan Methodist ministry in 1925
and married Christine C Harvey at Belmont Methodist Church, Stoke, Devonport in Sep 1936.

They had three children:
Richard Harvey (born 1939),
Virginia Mary (born 1945) and
Adrian H (born Maidenhead 1949)

Public information on Oliver’s ministry is scanty to but there are a few scraps of informatuion concerning
Oliver’s father’s long service in the China Mission field

Oliver died on the 10th February 1997 in Devonport
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Two newspaper items concerning Oliver’s father the Rev Henry B Sutton
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The Rev, Hexry B, Sutros mext addressed the
meeting, and in the course of his remarks he said
e was glad to say * thank you " to Banbury for all
they had done for the Ching mission. He wanted
to take them to a4 most interesting distriet in
Methodism —namely, Central China, which  was
associated with the names of many Methodist
pioneers i missionary work. He went to China
twenty-one vears ago, and he had nothing to say
but words of encourngement . Whan he went there
were five circuits and now there were twentyv.one,
with & memixrship of four hundred thousand. He
could not help thinking that God pmst have a great

purpose for China or he would not have allowed her
to keeietogmiwr as she had as a nation.  For three

rs laboured in the northern province, and.
though hard. the work was most interesting and
encouraging. He proceeded to give some thrilling
ductk')irtlnnu of the Boxer riots, snd =aid that
terrible as the slaughter was it was nothing compared

with what the Germans had done in this war. In

those riots ten to fifteen thousand Christinns were
put to death, and it was a sad experience. The
Euker il u high tribute to the monecr work of

vid Hill at the church he was last privileged to
work in.  He had lived to see the first self-support-
%chumh in Uentral China, which was at lhnimw.

'y had also a native missionary society, and they
had in the central society two native evangelists,
They were trying to develop the work on those lines
and there wns much joy in the service. They were
trying to advance by means of medical work and
general education, and there' was nothing but
progress to report. The revolution had resulted
in the protection of Christinns. Many of the
heathen temples bhad been turned into schools.
and the opium trafiic was being curtailod consider-
ably and foot-binding was becoming a diminishing
custom. A great deal of work was being
done amongst the women and girls by British ladies,
acting n= ngents of the Womwen = Auxiliary, in all
parta of China.  The ofhcials were giving Christian
workers the open door everywhere,  One could not
tell what Ged had in view in China. but in the
building up of that great country the Weslevan
Church would have a leading place,
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Child Life in China.

The Rev. Henry B. Satton followed with
one of the most refreshingly unconventional
addresses over delivered in the church,  After
saying how glad he wis 10 see Mr, Haw liew
again, and to see 50 many youhg wipile
present, he invited them to smagine him a
Chinese boy, and he would tell them his auto-
hiography. He told stories of the supersti-
tion .mf iolatry of the Chmese. Evory
genuine Chunese dol, he safll, had a hale in
the back, and worshippers woulld write their
prayers and place them in the hale, beciuse
that was the wav to the idal’s heart. Mr.
Sutton amnsed his hearers with an seconnt
of a Chinese feast, and said he had eaten

fifteen years old. The older theyv were
t:e more they were estesmod.  In Clina. he
said, the boys got the choculate and the wirls
had the paper (so ta speak). The pirls’ feet
were enclosed in crnmping shives from earliest
yeurs, and oftea they eriod through the might
with pain. Noono would want to marry a
girl who had not small feet. He appealind te
bthem to help to give every boy and every

girl & chance.
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